
KERRY AND OLVER ANNOUNCE $100,000 FOR DRUG-FREE PROGRAM IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY

  
         WASHINGTON – Senator John F. Kerry along with Congressman John W. Olver today announced that the Northern Berkshire Community Coalition of North Adams will receive $100,000 in Department of Justice (DoJ) funds. This grant represents a continuation in funding from the DoJ Drug-Free Communities Support Program.  

         Previous Drug-Free Communities Support funding has been used to develop a community-wide prevention plan for youth substance abuse as well as a Safe Homes project for substance free homes. Among other initiatives, the continuation in funding will allow the coalition to build up a program known as Safe Homes, a program in which parents pledge to make their home substance free. The funding will reinforce the Safe Homes principles, increase the number of participating parents as well as expand the responsibilities of the Safe Homes working group to include serving in an advisory role to the community wellness advisory board.  

         "In order to assuage the problem with youth substance abuse we must ensure that young people are in an environment free of drugs and alcohol, starting in the home," Kerry said. "I am pleased to announce that this funding will strengthen the Safe Homes program and look forward to working with my Massachusetts Colleagues in keeping these programs operating."

         Olver said, "If we are to reduce substance abuse in this country, we need an effective, community-based approach. Northern Berkshire Community Coalition has been doing great work for many years, and I'm happy that the Department of Justice is recognizing their efforts. Education and increased parent involvement are essential parts of the Coalition's proposal, and that emphasis will help to build stronger communities and stronger families."

         The grant represents a continuation of funding from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in the Department of Justice.
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